Volunteer Island Patrol -- Home Check Program

The Volunteer Island Patrol (VIP) is a volunteer group of residents who are using lawful means to reduce property crime and to increase safety and security on our island.

We operate a vehicle-based Citizen’s Patrol at various times during the week and weekends in the afternoons and evenings.  Since last April, two dozen island volunteers have donated 600 hours of time to this patrol.

In addition, a number of island residents have given the VIP written permission to conduct “Home Checks” on their property while they were away on trips.

As our summer on the island comes to a close, the VIP is making plans for our “mobile neighborhood watch” in the coming fall and winter months, and we want to make more Anderson Islanders aware of our “Home Watch” program.

If you are going to be away from the island, and would like to have someone periodically check on your property while you are gone, please read on.

What are “Home Checks” and How Do They Work?

· The Citizen’s Patrol will not go onto private property without written permission from the owner.  The identity of these owners is kept strictly confidential.

· “Home Checks” consist of visual inspection of a residence, conducted several times a week, where the VIP has been requested to do so by the owner.

· “Home Checks” are made by Citizen’s Patrol volunteers both during the day as well as during regular vehicle patrols.  They will usually be made in the marked patrol vehicle, but also may be conducted in the volunteer’s private vehicle.

· VIP volunteers are required to wear identifying ball caps and safety vests when conducting patrols and “Home Checks.” 

· During some “Home Checks” the Citizens Patrol volunteers will exit their vehicle and walk around the residence to look for broken windows or other evidence of vandalism or illegal entry.

· If a problem is suspected, the owner will be notified by telephone, and a report will be made to the Pierce County Sheriffs Department.

· Patrol volunteers receive supplemental training before conducting “Home Checks.”
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